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British universities bending over with scholarships to attract 

Indian students 

Kounteya Sinha,TNN | Jul 9, 2014, 01.14 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Home/Education/News/British-universities-bending-over-with-scholarships-to-

attract-Indian-students/articleshow/38034987.cms 

LONDON: British universities are bending over with scholarships, to attract Indian students into their campuses.  

 

A first of its kind survey of a third of London's universities has found that in total an average of Rs 250 million (£2.5 

million) has been awarded to students each year from India and over Rs 700 million (£7million) over the last three years.  

 

The figure could actually be three times higher (over £7 million per year) as just 17 universities in the London University 

International Partnership (LUIP) took part in the study.  

 

Lord Swraj Paul, Chancellor of the University of Westminster and leading NRI in UK said "London is one of the best cities 

in the world to study. London and India have great cultural and business ties and it is testament to the strength of the 

relationship that London universities offer so many scholarships to students from India. A London education can be a 

great investment in a young person's future and I believe it really enhances the chances of succeeding in your career".  

 

Kevin McCarthy, Head of studylondon.com, said "London is the most diverse city in the world and its international 

student body is no exception. London is home to over 105,000 international students from 220 nations. Students 

studying in London not only replicate London's diversity but also contribute hugely to the city's vibrancy".  

 

Jennifer Parsons, chair LUIP India, said "Studying in London is an investment and not just in terms of money. As 

businesses become more and more international, a combination of high quality teaching and critical thinking skills helps 

set London students apart, making them very marketable in a global market".  

 

The British Council recently announced the biggest number of scholarships in India ever launched in a year by offering 

370 scholarships worth almost £1 million across UK universities.  

 

The LUIP Alumni Survey found that 24% and 19% of students in UK hailed from Mumbai and Delhi (NCR), respectively.  

 

Survey respondents came from a range of academic disciplines. Of those surveyed, 31% studied business, 26% studied 

science, technology, engineering & Math (STEM), 19% studied Arts & Humanities, 17% studied Social Sciences, and 6% 

studied Health & Medicine.  

 

The Vice chancellor of Britain's premiere Cambridge University recently warned that Britain's stance on migration is 

increasingly making Indian students feel unwelcome.  

 

Professor Leszek Borysiewicz who has now openly criticized the government's crude numerical targets on immigration 

warned that "there was an emerging perception, particularly in India, that Britain was not welcoming".  

 

According to him, setting a target of 100,000 migrants a year hinders "the true potential benefit that people coming to 

Britain can actually have".  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Kounteya-Sinha.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Home/Education/News/British-universities-bending-over-with-scholarships-to-attract-Indian-students/articleshow/38034987.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Home/Education/News/British-universities-bending-over-with-scholarships-to-attract-Indian-students/articleshow/38034987.cms
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The numbers of students to all universities coming to the UK from India fell by 38% between 2011 and 2012.  

 

It is estimated that the overall value of UK higher education exports to the economy in 2011-12 was around £10 billion.  

 

Income from international (non-EU) students generated through their tuition fees in 2012-13 came to £3 billion, which 

represented around 30% of all tuition fee.  

 

England has recorded a sharp dip in overseas students enrolling in British universities - the first fall in nearly three 

decades (29 years), thanks to Indians giving it a skip.  

 

Data revealed by the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) shows that the number of Indian students 

fell from 18,535 in 2010-11 to 13,250 in 2011-12 and further to 10,235 in 2012/13. 

 

India’s Education System is in total disarray 

Submitted by TwoCircles.net on 8 July 2014 - 10:51am  

By Syed Ali Mujtaba, 

http://twocircles.net/2014jul08/india%E2%80%99s_education_system_total_disarray.html#.U70EArEmLck  

The controversy surrounding the four-year undergraduate programmes (FYUP) by the Delhi University and its 

disapproval by the UGC has opened a Pandora box of issues that has set the India’s education system into total 

disarray. 

This starts from the primary education to the University education and there is no one to set right the 

mismanaged educational system in the country. As a result there is a deep morass among countrymen towards 

the rot that has set into the academic system in India. 

The first and foremost reason for this is education is in the concurrent list where both the state and the central 

government have its jurisdiction. As a result there are central and state government run institutions in all the 29 

states and 7 union territories. These are governed by the Ministry of education of the state and central 

government. Besides, there are private owned educational institutions that dot these states and Union territories. 

India despite being among the top five countries with most children out of schools has seen the largest cuts in 

the aid to the basic education. Its aid to the sector has fell by $278 million between 2010 and 2012. As funds 

diminish, 57 million children and 69 million adolescents are still out of school in the country. When so many 

girls and boys are not learning, the continuing drop in funds for education is a matter of serious concern. 

The answer to this is, the country has absolved itself from its socialist path and has tailed to corny capitalism 

giving free hand to the private players to bridge the educational gap. As a result an exploitative educational 

apparatus has spring up and acquired the centre stage in the entire country where everyone seems to be reeling 

under its burden.  

The fault line is the quality and standards of education imparted in the government schools and colleges both 

run by central and state governments. The education is simply poor and inadequate. However, there is no 

http://twocircles.net/users/twocirclesnet
http://twocircles.net/2014jul08/india%E2%80%99s_education_system_total_disarray.html#.U70EArEmLck
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justification for this. The salaries and perks paid to the teachers in such colleges are on par or even more than 

the private institutions. Most of the government institutions also have adequate facilities like laboratories etc, as 

the government provides the funds for it. Even then, government institutions lag far behind and are not favored 

by middle income group, who aspire to get their children educated in private institutions.  

The problem arises due to the poor quality of administration and indiscipline in these government institutions. 

Government officers who work in the education department rarely visit the schools and colleges for inspection 

and when they do occasionally, they expect a red carpet welcome. It is often seen that local politicians enter the 

premises of the institutions and interfering in the administration. 

Another ensuing feature is lack of capable and competent teachers in government schools and colleges. The 

frequent media reports about male teachers misbehaving with the girl students in such institutions are extremely 

disturbing. 

This obviously indicates that teaching profession is not any more being able to attract committed and motivated 

people, who can take up teaching profession for its service oriented objectives. The scarcity of quality teachers 

have become too obvious and cannot be ignored anymore. This is a grim national reality.  

Again there is no justification for poor quality of teachers. Teachers these days are highly paid in government 

institutions. They are paid even more than the private institutions, they have job security and good teachers 

always command high respect in the society. 

If these are the issues surrounds government institution, the private education system is plagued by different set 

of issues. Private educational institutions have largely gone into the hands of business men and politicians. The 

tuition and other fees charged in the private schools and colleges are so exorbitant that it is beyond the reach of 

lower middle income group. The hard reality is that quality education now is available only for those who can 

afford to pay high fees. 

The rapid quantitative expansion of educational facilities is mostly happening in the private sector. Such 

educational institutions are increasingly being set up by business men with the profit motive. Several politicians 

also now have become educationists. They have started many schools and colleges allegedly with their ill gotten 

money. 

Such business men and politicians appoint their sons, daughters, nephews and nieces in academic and 

management positions, irrespective of their qualification, background and level of competence. Such business 

men / politician promoters are often seen to lack commitment to the required standards of education and they 

rarely understand the fact that through the educational institutions, the children in the formative age group have 

to be molded to become quality citizens. 

Certainly, poor students are entitled to aspire for quality education that would provide them opportunities for 

growth and development, just as the students belonging to the affluent families. Inevitably, the deprived 

students look up to the government to provide them opportunities for education that would be of competitive 

standards. 

In absence of quality education in government institution, parents of deprived students are running from pillar 

to post in search of good education. This leads them to the desire for admissions in private institutions. 

However, they do not have the resources to pay the exorbitant fees. The parents of such students working in 

government offices then indulge in corrupt practices to meet their ends. This Tom and Jerry game is going on 

for long in the country. 

In such circumstances, the politicians and the bureaucrats running the government institutions are to be blamed 

for deteriorating educational standards in government institutions. A suggestion has been made that the best 
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way to improve the standards of the government owned educational institutions is to make it compulsory that 

the sons and daughters of bureaucrats and ministers should study only in government institutions. After all they 

use government bunglows and government vehicles, why not they use government schools and colleges as 

well? 

Further, the training institutions for teachers need to be considerably improved, by better and more scientific 

orientation programes for the teacher trainees. The teacher training courses have still not been suitably 

modernized and the students of these institutions are not being adequately sensitized with regard to their duties 

and responsibilities, which have far reaching implications on improving the educational standards in the 

country. 

Last but not the least the recruitment of the teachers has to be made transparent and corruption free. The 

collegiate and higher education too needs a total revamp in the recruitment policy of its teachers. Again the 

same malaise that has set in the school and college education system dominates the higher education system in 

the country as well. 

Added to all this, the government has to open more schools and colleges in tune with the demand of the 

population to check the mushrooming of the money sucking private institutions that is now filling the gap. 

Starting several educational institutions quantitatively and qualitatively by expanding the facilities would 

certainly put the cart before the horse to meet educational challenges. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has correctly said that the best way to support the cause of poor people is to 

provide them educational opportunities at good quality standards. This broad indication suggests revamping the 

education system in the country. Will the visionary and missionary Prime Minister take a lead in this? Sooner if 

this happens it would be better for the nation that aspires to have a global leadership. 

Syed Ali Mujtaba is a journalist based in Chennai. He can be contacted at syedalimujtaba@yahoo.com 

 

 9 Jul 2014  Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

HRD ministry orders probe against BHU VC  

ALL APPOINTMENTS MADE BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR AFTER FEBRUARY 2014 HAVE BEEN 

PUT ON HOLD 

VARANASI: The union human resource development (HRD) ministry has ordered a probe against Banaras 

Hindu University (BHU) vice chancellor Lalji Singh in connection with a series of allegations, including 

corruption, against him.  

Also, all appointments made by the vice chancellor after February 2014 have also been put on hold. The most 

recent charges against Singh relate to faulty appointments.  

According to the ministry sources, Singh repeatedly defied the ministry’s directives not to make appointments 

as the HRD ministry’s law governing central universities bars vice chancellors from making recruitments three 

months before their date of retirement. Singh’s term ends on August 22. But the BHU vice chancellor kept on 

defying the ministry’s directives on some pretext or the other, said sources.  

The vice chancellor is also under the HRD ministry’s scanner for starting a new faculty — the faculty of 

veterinary sciences — without approval of the President of India, who is visitor to the university.  

mailto:syedalimujtaba@yahoo.com
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The BHU administration is also under the scanner for operating the press publication and publicity cell. The 

university’s Rajiv Gandhi South Campus at Barkacha in Mirzapur district is also in the eye of the storm.  

Recently, two doctors of the Institute of Medical Sciences-BHU — Dr Om Shankar (cardiologist) and Dr 

Abhishek Chandra (ophthalmologist) had levelled serious allegations against the vice chancellor.  

Following the controversy, Dr Om Shankar was suspended and Dr Abhishek Chandra resigned from the BHU.  

Recently, promotions made by the BHU VC had also been put on hold.  

“We have learnt of the matter through media reports but have not received any official communication from the 

ministry,” said Ravi Pratap Singh, chairman of the press publication and publicity cell, BHU. According to 

reports received here, OPH Malik has been appointed one of the two inquiry officers.  

The open source movement at IIT Bombay  

 
“Catch ‘Em Young,” seems the motto of FOSSEE project at IIT Bombay. FOSSEE stands for Free and Open Source 
Software for Education. The FOSSEE (www.fossee.in) Project at IIT Bombay is geared to promote the use of open source 
software in education and by extension, in the corporate world. The activities of FOSSEE revolve around creating 
educational content around open source software and encouraging the introduction of courses on open source in syllabi 
of universities, apart from promoting it through publicity initiative. Open Source software is available free and its source 
code is also available. The source code can be updated by any one and becomes accepted part of the software after 
going through diligent quality checks. Of course, there are several open source software that we are all familiar with – 
Firefox, the web browser, Linux, the operating system, MySQL, the database, Apache, the webserver and of course, 
Python, PHP or Perl amoung the programming languages. The FOSSEE project at IIT Bombay is involved in developing 
and promoting Scilab (for numerical calculation), OpenFOAM (for engineering calculations), Python (for programming) 
and Oscad (for electronic design). Professor Kannan Moudgalya, IIT Bombay is an Investigator of the FOSSEE project. 
FOSSEE project is part of the National Mission on Education through ICT with the thrust area being "Adaptation and 
deployment of open source simulation packages equivalent to proprietary software”, funded by Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, based at the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB). Professor Kannan Moudgalya, IIT 
Bombay says, “Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) also offers the nation an opportunity to save on precious foreign 
exchange. It is estimated that proprietary software purchases cost our nation of the order of a billion dollars per year, 
most of which goes to buy basic software like MS Windows and MS Office. This can easily be saved by switching over to 
Linux and a FOSS office suite, such as LibreOffice. In general, FOSS based software development keeps the cost low for 
the developer and the end user and this is most appropriate for our IT entrepreneurs, whose main investment is the 
idea and the time spent. This can reduce the cost of development of software and make Indian companies competitive 
in global market place. India has a cost advantage in terms of labour arbitrage. Proprietary software disturbs this cost 
advantage by imposing huge overheads. Choosing FOSS can help India leverage its demographic dividend, by reducing 
avoidable and unnecessary additional costs, without compromising on quality in the least bit.” Licensing cost of Open 
Source Software is legally zero. Even after including support, installation and training costs, Open Source Software offers 
70-90 percent cost savings over proprietary software, thus reducing costs and increasing profits of companies. 
Proprietary software companies often complain about Piracy of their software products. But if one considers the fact 
that open source software offers up to 90% cost savings, it could be argued that since proprietary software costs up to 
900% more, indeed it is the proprietary software companies that are the true pirates stealing from institutions, 
individuals, companies and corporates alike. Admittedly there are concerns about open source software amoung 
corporate. But according to OpenLogic Inc, more than 50 percent of companies are willing to consider open source 
software. However, companies have apprehensions about the lack of technical support for one and vendor backing for 
another. Obviously, these concerns are easily addressable, and indeed represent a low cost infrastructure for 
entrepreneurs. Kiran Kishore, Manager, Fossee Project, IIT Bombay confirms the business opportunities in Foss(Free and 
Open Source Software) and says "Because FOSS is free, it does not require any license fees and therefore provides 
affordable business solutions. Because FOSS is open to all, developers could customize, modify or add to the code as per 
a company's product specifications and development." Though there are concerns around the technical robustness of 
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FOSS(Free and Open Source Software) these apprehensions are baseless points Srikant, a technical person at the FOSSEE 
project at IIT Bombay - “Around three fourth of web servers, almost all supercomputers, Android operating systems, run 
on GNU/Linux Kernel. Organizations like RedHat, IBM, Intel, Suse, TI, Google, Samsung and many more contribute and 
sponsor Linux kernel. The robustness is just the bi-product of this collaborative social software.”  
 
Read more at: http://www.informationweek.in/informationweek/news-analysis/296980/source-movement-iit-
bombay?utm_source=referrence_article 
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